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Content

• What has been the collaboration between UNGEGN and the
Committee of Experts of GGIM?

• What came out of the 8th Committee of Experts of GGIM?

• What is the Agenda 2030 / Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs)?

• What are the opportunities for UNGEGN to contribute to the Agenda 
2030/SDG indicator discussions and monitoring?
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Recalling the Relationship document of 
UNGEGN with UN-GGIM – „Building Bridges“

„Background document“ and submission 
of a report to 7th Committee of Experts of 
GGIM (August 2017):

1. The genesis of UNGEGN and UN-GGIM
2. The essence of a relationship
3. The common principles
4. The proposal for a cooperation model

http://ggim.un.org/docs/meetings/GGIM7/E-C20-2017-
17%20Strengthening%20Collaboration%20with%20UNGEGN%20Report.pdf

http://ggim.un.org/docs/meetings/GGIM7/E-C20-2017-17 Strengthening Collaboration with UNGEGN Report.pdf
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2nd Report of UNGEGN to the 8th Session of 
the Committee of Experts on GGIM

Item 16: 
“Strengthening collaboration with the United 
Nations Group of Experts on Geographical 
Names (UNGEGN)”

I. Background
II. Collaborative activities
III. Other UNGEGN areas of work
IV. The way forward
V. Points for discussion

http://ggim.un.org/meetings/GGIM-committee/8th-Session/documents/E-C20-2018-17-Add_1Strengthening-Collaboration-UNGEGN-27July2018.pdf

http://ggim.un.org/meetings/GGIM-committee/8th-Session/documents/E-C20-2018-17-Add_1Strengthening-Collaboration-UNGEGN-27July2018.pdf
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II. Collaborative activities

• Meetings of the Bureaux in August 2017 and 2018
• Participation to sessions in 2017 and 2018

 UNGEGN at 7th and 8th Committee of Experts of GGIM
 GGIM at 30th UNGEGN and 11th UNCSGN

• UNGEGN’s contribution to UN-GGIM’s work on global fundamental data themes 
since May 2017…

• Regional collaboration, geographical names database development for Africa
 UNGEGN’s contribution and support of UNECA’s GeoNyms application
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IV. The way forward – Future opportunities

1. Continue to support the UN-GGIM Working Group on Fundamental Data 
Themes

2. The creation of a liaison group
• develop a SMART plan for collaborative engagement

3. UNGEGN’s contribution to the Agenda 2030 / SDG indicators

4. UN-GGIM experts to contribute to UNGEGN’s WG on Toponymic Data Files 
and Gazetteers

5. Work jointly to encourage and communicate the benefits of geographical 
names standardization and the importance of creating names 
authorities/committees
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IV. The way forward – Future opportunities

6. Regional collaboration – support UNECA’s Geonyms project to create 
a web based geographical names gazetteer for African Member 
States

7. Explore with the support of the Academic Network strengthening the 
infusion of toponymy in GIM university programmes
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What came out of the 8th Session of the 
Committee of Experts on GGIM?

On Friday 3, August 2018, the report E/C/20/2018/17, Item 16 “Strengthening of 
collaboration with the United Nations Group of Experts on Geographical Names”, was 
presented by Trent Palmer, UNGEGN Rapporteur (USA), on behalf of the
Chair Mr. W Watt (Australia).

To see the recording of the 5th meeting of the 8th Session of the Committee of Experts 
on Global Geospatial Information Management, with Trent presenting UNGEGN’s 
report, go to the following: https://bit.ly/2Ly212i

There were 10 interventions on item 16 from:
Canada, Belgium, Germany, Japan, Sweden, Australia, Italy, Saudi Arabia, Jordan 
and the Economic Commission for Africa

http://webtv.un.org/search/5th-meeting-eighth-session-of-the-united-nations-committee-of-experts-on-global-geospatial-information-management-un-ggim/5817716125001/?term=&lan=english&cat=meetings/events&sort=date&page=4
http://webtv.un.org/search/5th-meeting-eighth-session-of-the-united-nations-committee-of-experts-on-global-geospatial-information-management-un-ggim/5817716125001/?term=&lan=english&cat=meetings/events&sort=date&page=4
https://bit.ly/2Ly212i
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10 interventions emphasize:

• “Promoting the collection, standardization and dissemination of 

geographical names”

• “Geographical names are an essential part of geospatial information 

management and its fundamental data themes”

What came out of the 8th Session of the Committee 
of Experts on GGIM?
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2030 Agenda: Goals, targets, indicators

17
SDGs

169 Targets

232 global indicators 
to follow-up and review 

progress

Implementation via national 
planning processes, policies, 
strategies and frameworks

Measuring and monitoring: Statistics, 
geospatial information, Earth 

observations and other Big Data
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Short list of ”geospatial” indicators

https://unstats.un.org/sdgs/iaeg-sdgs/

Report @ UN-GGIM-7 
of the Working Group on Geospatial 
Information established by the Inter-Agency 
and Expert Group on Sustainable Development 
Goal Indicators emphasizing which SDGs have 
to be analysed under a “geospatial lens” 

https://unstats.un.org/sdgs/iaeg-sdgs/


United Nations Group of Experts 
On Geographical Names (UNGEGN)

Promoting the collection, standardization and dissemination of geographical names

Examples for goals, targets and indicators

[UNGEGN 

supports 
the SDGs]

Goal 11:  

Make cities and human settlements inclusive, safe, 

resilient and sustainable

Targets:

[…]

11.7:  By 2030, provide universal access to safe, inclusive 

and accessible, green and public spaces, in particular for 

women and children, older persons and persons with 

disabilities 

One proposed indicator is 11.7.1: „Average share of the 

built-up area of cities that is open space for public use 

for all, by sex, age and persons with disabilities“.

Goal 6:  

Ensure availability and sustainable management of 

water and sanitation for all

Targets:

6.1: By 2030, achieve universal and equitable access 

to safe and affordable drinking water for all

[…]

6.6: By 2020, protect and restore water-related 

ecosystems, including mountains, forests, wetlands, 

rivers, aquifers and lakes

One proposed indicator is 6.6.1: „Percentage of 

change in the extent of water-related ecosystems 

over time“. 
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Shortlist & Fundamental Data
Indicator

2.4.1 Proportion of agricultural area under productive and sustainable agriculture

6.3.1 Proportion of wastewater safely treated

6.3.2 Proportion of bodies of water with good ambient water quality

6.5.2 Proportion of transboundary basin area with an operational arrangement for water cooperation

6.6.1 Change in the extent of water-related ecosystems over time

9.1.1 Proportion of the rural population who live within 2 km of an all-season road

9.c.1 Proportion of population covered by a mobile network, by technology

11.2.1 Proportion of population that has convenient access to public transport, by sex, age and persons with disabilities

11.3.1 Ratio of land consumption rate to population growth rate

11.7.1 Average share of the built-up area of cities that is open space for public use for all, by sex, age and persons with disabilities

14.2.1 Proportion of national exclusive economic zones managed using ecosystem based approaches

14.5.1 Coverage of protected areas in relation to marine areas

15.1.1 Forest area as a proportion of total land area

15.1.2 Proportion of important sites for terrestrial and freshwater biodiversity that are covered by protected areas, by ecosystem type

15.3.1 Proportion of land that is degraded over total land area

15.4.1 Coverage by protected areas of important sites for mountain biodiversity

Water
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Indicator

2.4.1 Proportion of agricultural area under productive and sustainable agriculture

6.3.1 Proportion of wastewater safely treated

6.3.2 Proportion of bodies of water with good ambient water quality

6.5.2 Proportion of transboundary basin area with an operational arrangement for water cooperation

6.6.1 Change in the extent of water-related ecosystems over time

9.1.1 Proportion of the rural population who live within 2 km of an all-season road

9.c.1 Proportion of population covered by a mobile network, by technology

11.2.1 Proportion of population that has convenient access to public transport, by sex, age and persons with disabilities

11.3.1 Ratio of land consumption rate to population growth rate

11.7.1 Average share of the built-up area of cities that is open space for public use for all, by sex, age and persons with 

disabilities

14.2.1 Proportion of national exclusive economic zones managed using ecosystem based approaches

14.5.1 Coverage of protected areas in relation to marine areas

15.1.1 Forest area as a proportion of total land area

15.1.2 Proportion of important sites for terrestrial and freshwater biodiversity that are covered by protected areas, by 

ecosystem type

15.3.1 Proportion of land that is degraded over total land area

15.4.1 Coverage by protected areas of important sites for mountain biodiversity

Land Cover 
and 

Land Use

Shortlist & Fundamental Data
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Shortlist & Fundamental Data
Indicator

2.4.1 Proportion of agricultural area under productive and sustainable agriculture

6.3.1 Proportion of wastewater safely treated

6.3.2 Proportion of bodies of water with good ambient water quality

6.5.2 Proportion of transboundary basin area with an operational arrangement for water cooperation

6.6.1 Change in the extent of water-related ecosystems over time

9.1.1 Proportion of the rural population who live within 2 km of an all-season road

9.c.1 Proportion of population covered by a mobile network, by technology

11.2.1 Proportion of population that has convenient access to public transport, by sex, age and persons with disabilities

11.3.1 Ratio of land consumption rate to population growth rate

11.7.1 Average share of the built-up area of cities that is open space for public use for all, by sex, age and persons with disabilities

14.2.1 Proportion of national exclusive economic zones managed using ecosystem based approaches

14.5.1 Coverage of protected areas in relation to marine areas

15.1.1 Forest area as a proportion of total land area

15.1.2 Proportion of important sites for terrestrial and freshwater biodiversity that are covered by protected areas, by ecosystem 

type

15.3.1 Proportion of land that is degraded over total land area

15.4.1 Coverage by protected areas of important sites for mountain biodiversity

Geo-
graphical 
Names
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Example Geographical Names: 
Do they play a specific role for the SDGs?

[UNGEGN 

supports 
the SDGs]

Goal 11:  

Make cities and human settlements inclusive, safe, 

resilient and sustainable

Targets:

[…]

11.7:  By 2030, provide universal access to safe, inclusive 

and accessible, green and public spaces, in particular for 

women and children, older persons and persons with 

disabilities 

One proposed indicator is 11.7.1: Average share of the 

built-up area of cities that is open space for public use 

for all, by sex, age and persons with disabilities

This indicator is an example for social 
issues which have to be addressed and 
monitored as well. 

Apart from the importance of 
standardized geographical names for 
the identification of the features ‘open 
spaces’, the cultural aspects and the 
language issues related to geographical 
names become crucial here.
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Content

• What has been the collaboration between UNGEGN and the
Committee of Experts of GGIM?

• What came out of the 8th Committee of Experts of GGIM?

• What is the Agenda 2030 / Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs)?

• What are the opportunities for UNGEGN to contribute to the Agenda 
2030/SDG indicator discussions and monitoring?
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Opportunities for UNGEGN to contribute 
to the Agenda 2030/SDG

UNGEGN Bulletin 
No. 54: 
"Geographical 
names supporting 
sustainable 
development“  
already published 
in June 2018

How do geographical names data files and gazetteers fit within the big 
picture of the SDGs?

Are the issues related to production (quality) or accessibility? 

Is toponymic information like language, status of a name/language, 
etc. needed for all SDG indicators where geospatial data is needed? 

What is UNGEGN’s contribution to this overall UN/DESA - ECOSOC work 
program - 2030 Agenda – leaving no one behind?
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Just one tool to support UNGEGN’s 
contribution to the Agenda 2030/SDG…

“Inviting Members of UN-GGIM Working Group on Fundamental Data Themes to 
contribute to UNGEGN’s Online Discussion Forum on the SDG and 2030 Agenda issues 
related to geographical names as part of fundamental data themes”

https://wiki.gdi-de.org/display/wgtdfg/Discussion+forum

https://wiki.gdi-de.org/display/wgtdfg/Discussion+forum
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Just one tool to support UNGEGN’s 
contribution to the Agenda 2030/SDG…

https://wiki.gdi-de.org/display/wgtdfg/Discussion+forum

https://wiki.gdi-de.org/display/wgtdfg/Discussion+forum
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Thank you!

Catherine Cheetham

Head, Permanent 
Committee on Geographical 
Names (PCGN)

c/o Royal Geographical 
Society

ccheetham@pcgn.org.uk

Pier-Giorgio Zaccheddu

Convenor of the Working Group on 
Toponymic Data Files and Gazetteers 
of UNGEGN 

c/o Federal Agency for Cartography 
and Geodesy (BKG)

pier-giorgio.zaccheddu@bkg.bund.de

mailto:ccheetham@pcgn.org.uk
mailto:pier-giorgio.zaccheddu@bkg.bund.de

